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Headway is a support and advocacy
agency for persons with brain injury,
other disabilities and seniors.

THankful for “roarinG TwenTies” Gala success

Headway of WNY, an aﬃliate of People Inc., held its
20th annual spring gala, “The e Roaring Twenties,” on
May 16, and is very grateful for the level of support
received. Held at The Atrium @ Rich’s in Buffalo, NY,
the 1920s-themed event featured live jazz music by the
Bobby Militello Quartet, basket raﬄe, silent auction,
games, hors d’oeuvres, a signature drink (French 75),
two-hour open bar, delicious food stations, costume
contest and a photo booth.

prizes were awarded for best costume and runner up.
The Rich’s team, as well as Headway staff and volunteers
helped create a warm atmosphere and overall sense of
camaraderie. Thank you to everyone involved who
helped make this a spectacular and memorable event!
This event raises funds and awareness to continue our
mission and educate the broader community about
the causes, consequences and means of prevention of
brain injury.

With 165 guests in attendance, including event
sponsors, Headway members, colleagues, friends, family
and business associates, it was a lively and celebratory
evening. Many arrived in 1920s era costumes and

Headway of WNY is grateful to all who participated
– sponsors, donors (monetary and gifts-in-kind),
volunteers and all event attendees.
continued on page 5
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from THe DirecTor
I have been asked: how come you don’t hear many stories about the people
and families that Headway of WNY helps? The answer is that Headway
performs almost all of its work confidentially, respecting the rights of privacy
for those seeking help for issues with brain injury, aging and cognitive
disorders. Both in the Traumatic Brain Injury and Nursing Home Transition
Waivers, which Headway operates for New York State Health Department,
waiver participant information is private, unless the person gives permission
in writing to release it to a specific person/agency. Headway handles
numerous calls every day from people and family members who recently
experienced trauma, have changes in behaviors and are struggling to get the
services that they need. People who attend the peer and caregiver support
groups are also given anonymity and protection of information.
Headway has had some people come forward and share their stories to groups
and even for this newsletter. It is a very personal choice to do so, yet it can be
helpful and inspiring for others who are having similar issues and problems,
letting them know they are not in alone and there is hope.
If you are one of these inspiring people or think you might be interested
in sharing your story, call us at 716.408.3100 – and you too may be an
inspiration to those we serve.

Ronald Fernández, RRDS, CRC, LMHC
Director

4th Annual WNY in
Support of Veterans Symposium

SAVE THE DATE

Bridging the Gaps, Part II – A Discussion
between Veterans and Community Providers
Co-sponsored by Headway of WNY, Inc., People Inc. and Catholic Charities
Wednesday, October 2, 2019 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Leonard Post 6251 VFW
2450 Walden Avenue, Cheektowaga, NY 14225
Distinguished speakers and panel led discussion.
Free event, lunch provided.
Continuing Education Units (CEU) available.
Complete details and RSVP action info coming soon - limited seating available!
Check our website for updates at headwayofwny.org or call 716.408.3100.
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Transit Drive-In pays Tribute to Deceased Employee and Helps
Raise Awareness about Traumatic Brain Injury and
Bike Helmet Safety
When Transit Drive-In, located in Lockport, NY, opened its 67th season this year
on April 5, 2019, it was not an ordinary weekend. On January 28, 2019, they had
lost a beloved employee and friend, Andrew James Foit, son of Darcy Hitchcock
and James Foit (friends and supporters of Headway of WNY). As owner Rick
Cohen recalls, he was “one of our all-time friendliest and most memorable parking
attendants.”
The theatre dedicated their opening weekend to A.J. and donated the proceeds to
Headway of WNY, Inc.
In 2011, Andrew James (A.J.), then 21 years old, was riding his bike when he was
struck by a car that left the scene. As a result of the accident, A.J. sustained a
serious traumatic brain injury and subsequently slipped into a coma and never
woke up. His family remained vigilant throughout the eight years and received
support from staff of Headway of WNY, Inc.
Headway is very grateful to Transit Drive-In and owner, Rick Cohen, for the
recognition and gift made in memory of A.J.
To read the full article about A. J. Foit and the family’s connection to Headway,
search the article name, “Drive-in dedicates opening weekend to a fallen Spartan,”
on the Lockport Union Sun and Journal website, lockportjournal.com.

Potential Support Group for a Younger Audience
Headway of WNY continues to look for new
ways to serve people with a traumatic brain injury.
As a part of this effort and in the light of recent
phone inquiries, we are looking to assess interest
levels within the community about an additional
Traumatic Brain Injury Support Group aimed at
a younger demographic. Over time, our current
TBI group’s average age has increased and we
believe that a new support group for younger adults

between the ages of 18 to 29 would provide a more
comfortable place to talk about issues. In order
to assess the community interest, contact Ginny
Haynes at ghaynes@HeadwayofWNY.org or call
716.408.3100.
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With the warmer months now here,
Headway of WNY would like to remind
everyone of how important bicycle safety
is. Helmet use saves lives. According to the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), a majority of the 80,000 cyclingrelated head injuries treated in emergency
rooms each year are brain injuries. In
addition, as stated by the National Safety
Council, more than half of cyclists killed in
crashes in 2016 were not wearing helmets.
The use of a bike helmet reduces the risk
of head injury by more than 50 percent.
Located in Buffalo, NY, there is a not-forprofit organization called The Police
Athletic League of Buffalo, Inc. (PAL),
that among many other things, gives
away bicycle helmets free of charge.
PAL has several different community
partnerships such as the Buffalo Police
Department, Mayor Byron Brown, City of
Buffalo, Buffalo Public Schools, Buffalo
Parks Department, PUCCS and Go Bike.
Throughout the summer, they will be at
various community locations with helmet
giveaways. Upcoming events include:

Vision
Development
of WNY

• Thursday, August 1, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.:
Appreciation Day at Tops on Jefferson,
Buffalo, NY

Vision
• Sunday, September 1, from 1 Development
a.m.-1 p.m..:
of WNY

Appreciation Day at Tops on Niagara
Street, Buffalo, NY

For more information on PALS and to
view their full events calendar, visit
BuffaloPal.com and for direct inquiries,
email: policeathleticleague@city-buffalo.com.

980 West Maple C
Elma, New York 14

P: (716) 398-4300
E: DOConnor@vis

Dr. Dick O’Connor
Behavioral Optometry
www.visiontherapywny.
980 West Maple Court , Suite 200
Elma, New York 14059
P: (716) 398-4300 | F: (716) 398-4301
E: DOConnor@visiontherapywny.com

visiontherapywny.com
www.visiontherapywny.com
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Dr. Dick O’Co
Behavioral Op

“roarinG TwenTies” Gala success
cont’d
A new online presence established this year made it
possible to purchase admissions and sponsorships
electronically. Creation of this special event webpage,
linked to Headway’s website, was possible through
collaboration with People Inc., and continued use of this
system will streamline many of the logistics of this event
in the future. Headway thanks People Inc. staff who were
instrumental in putting this new system in place.
Each year, the anticipation surrounding this event
increases throughout the agency and among its many
supporters. Due to this interest and enthusiasm, we are
in need of additional event planning committee members
to help take it to the next level! If you are interested,
contact Christine Melchiorre at cmelchiorre@people-inc.
org or call 716.408.3117.

Thank You Sponsors
The T.S. Eliot Corporate Sponsor: $2,500
Landwehr Family

The Irving Berlin Music Sponsor: $1,000
Anonymous
Dr. Gregory J. Castiglia, U.B. Neurosurgery
Mr. Paul DiVito

The Ernest Hemmingway Food and Drink Sponsor: $500
Buffalo Homecare, Inc. • Sarah Denio and Family
Erie and Niagara Insurance Association
Rich Products Corporation

The Gertrude Stein Friend Sponsor: $250
Jeff and Trudy Sanderson
Michael E. Merhige, M.D., Cardiology
Regent Contracting Corporation

The Zelda Fitzgerald Volunteer Sponsor: $125
Mark Reed and Family, Buffalo Fire Department
Tim and Wendy Winterhalter

Thank You Donors: $25 - $100
Sam and Annette D’Alfonso
Thomas and Kathleen Kilminster
Virginia Smaczniak • Joan Magin
Bobby Militello • Franco’s Pizza
Mary Beth Iwanski • Monroe Chiropractic

Spring Gala Committee
Maggie Apotosky
Shawniece Baillie
Melanie Brown
Liz F. Feifel
Ron Fernandez
Nicole Forgione
Ginny Haynes
Christine Melchiorre
Abbey Merhige
Kristen Pokigo
Lesley Pyjas
Darlene Robida
Jennifer Robinson
Julia Stry
Susan Sturniolo
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PEOPLE INC. NEWS

elmwooD HealTH cenTer celebraTinG
25TH anniversary

The Elmwood Health Center, an aﬃliate of People Inc.,
is 25 years old this year! The Elmwood Health Center is
known throughout Western New York for providing
high quality health care to people with special needs.
Serving a diverse patient population, including a large
percentage of people with developmental disabilities, as
well as the general public of all ages, the Elmwood
Health Center has grown from 500 patients in 1994 to
well over 5,000 patients today.
Services include: Adult and pediatric primary health
care; audiology; podiatry; counseling services;
gynecology and neurology; as well as occupational,
physical and speech therapies.
In addition to being certified as a Level 3 PatientCentered Medical Home by the National Council for
Quality Assurance (NCQA), the Elmwood Health
Center has received national recognition for its creative
use of electronic health information. It has also been
honored with a National Outcomes Excellence Award

for its advanced use of electronic health information
technology (eHIT) in patient care delivery, and was
recognized as a Health IT Visionary by New York State
eHealth Collaborative. In partnership with
HEALTHeLINK, the Elmwood Health Center
pioneered online reporting of childhood immunizations
to the NYS Department of Health.
As a founding member of the Safety Net Association of
Primary Care Aﬃliated Providers of Western New York,
the Elmwood Health Center is committed to providing
health care services to various populations. Staff makes it
a priority to be sensitive and professional to all patients,
while recognizing the differences in people and adapting
the delivery of its care to meet their specific needs.
The Elmwood Health Center is located at 2128
Elmwood Avenue in Buffalo, NY (border of Kenmore).
To learn more, go to elmwoodhealthcenter.org or call
716.874.4500.

The mission of Headway of WNY, Inc. is to ensure that individuals in WNY with brain injuries,
other disabilities and seniors have access to advocacy, resources and support systems to enable
them to live as independently as possible. We seek to educate the broader community about the
causes, consequences and means of prevention of brain injury.
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corresponding benefits outlined under the How To Help
tab on our website, headwayofwny.org.

You are not alone
Move forward with Headway
Become a Member of Headway of WNY and get involved!
We need you to help sustain our mission.

New Members are always
welcome at Headway.
If you are not yet a member, please consider joining
us – membership is an important component of how
this agency functions and we value your participation.
Current members, please watch for your annual renewal
mailing prior to your renewal date. If your membership
has lapsed, we invite you back!
Memberships are valid for one year (12 months from
start month) and may be renewed annually. Headway of
WNY’s Membership Program is vital for our continued
presence in the community. Your interest and support
mean a great deal to us and we hope we can count on
you to help us as we continue to move forward.
Memberships help sustain our mission and vision.
Detailed information about membership levels and

Mission: To ensure that individuals in Western New
York with brain injuries, other disabilities and seniors
have access to advocacy, resources, and support systems
to enable them to live as independently as possible. We
seek to educate the broader community about the causes,
consequences and means of prevention of brain injury.
Vision: Headway envisions a world where survivors
of brain injury and those with related disabilities find
meaning, move forward and know they are not alone.
Headway’s Membership Program is necessary to
sustain supports in the community, including the
following:
• Support groups for survivors of brain injury
• Support groups for caregivers and families
• Semi-annual newsletters
• Educational outreach and presentations
• Advocacy and identification of supports
Please complete the form below or download a copy
from our website at headwayofwny.org and return with
your payment to:
Headway of WNY, Inc.
2635 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14216

MEMBERSHIP RESPONSE FORM
FIRST NAME:

LAST NAME:

ORG NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

PLEASE SELECT TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
NEW MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL

PLEASE SELECT LEVEL AND PAYMENT AMOUNT
LEVEL

AMT ENCLOSED

STUDENT OR SENIOR

$15

INDIVIDUAL

$20

FAMILY/SUPPORTING

$45

PROFESSIONAL

$100

CORPORATE

$250

CHECK SELECTION HERE

7

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
Buffalo, NY
PERMIT #281

2635 Delaware Ave., Suite E
Buffalo, NY 14216

YOU ARE NOT ALONE, MOVE FORWARD WITH HEADWAY.
HEADWAY’S SUPPORT GROUPS FOR SURVIVORS OF BRAIN INJURY AND THEIR FAMILIES
All meetings will take place at Headway of WNY
2635 Delaware Avenue, Suite E, Buffalo, NY 14216 • 716.408.3100

PEER SUPPORT

Enter at Suite E
First and third Tuesday of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT

Enter at Suite E
First Tuesday of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:

If the Buffalo Schools are closed due to inclement weather, support meetings listed here are also cancelled.
If you would like to be removed from this newsletter mailing list, please let us know:
send an email to support@headwayofwny.org or call 716.408.3100.

headwayofwny.org

